Membrane ATPase, erythrocyte sodium and potassium in haemodialysis patients.
This study was undertaken to evaluate the effect of chronic renal failure as well as dialysate sodium concentration during haemodialysis on membrane ATPase activity and erythrocyte sodium and potassium concentration. Intracellular Na and K were not changed in patients when compared to normal subjects. There was, however, a significant decrease of Na-K-ATPase activity in patients versus controls. Erythrocyte sodium increased during haemodialysis with low and normal sodium dialysate. The present results suggest that sodium dialysate concentration has an influence on the intracellular cationic homeostasis.